
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ASTORIA 
Our Mission Statement: 
“To help people within a kind, safe and compassionate community 
to know Christ and grow His Love.” 

 Week of January 1, 2024 

Get Ready to Share Some Easter Joy! 
As not only spring grows closer, so too does Easter. That means it’s 
almost time to bring in some flowers for Easter morning to place on the 
floral cross for all to see. So, come help celebrate the empty cross and our 
risen Lord. If you don’t have flowers to share, no worries! Flowers will be 
provided. More details in the next newsletter. 

Announcements 

§ The Food Bank – Is in need of plastic or reusable bags, cat 
food, breakfast cereal, mac & cheese and volunteers. Please 
contact the church office for more information. The Food 
Bank is open Monday through Friday from 3pm – 4pm, 
except on holidays, and is located on the north side of the 
church. 

§ Sunday Mornings – Your help is needed! We need greeters, 
ushers and liturgists to share the warmth of our church family 
with all who come to worship. Sunday School Teachers are 
needed too! See the sign-up sheet in the back of the 
Sanctuary or during fellowship or contact the church office for 
more information.  

§ Bowling & Pizza – Come join us for fun, food, and fellowship 
at 5 PM on the third Wednesday of each month at the Lower 
Columbia Bowl in Astoria. And don’t forget to invite a friend! 
Next Bowling & Pizza Day is March 21. 

§ PW Women’s Bible Study – Women, come join in the 
Presbyterian Women’s Bible study, Sacred Encounters. 
We’ll be meeting at 10AM on the third Saturday of the month, 
March 16 at the Davidson’s home. For info call the church 
office. For more details about the study see: 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/sacred-
encounters/  

 

FRIDAY COFFEE (& TEA) 
FELLOWSHIP 
COME JOIN US 

Join us every month on the 
second Friday. We’re 
meeting Friday April 12th in 
the church parlor at 10 am 
for coffee, tea, treats, and 
fellowship. Come join the 
fun! 

 

  

Week of March 11, 2024 
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NOTES FROM BEYOND THE PEWS 
Thoughts from Pastor Paul  
Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Hope and pray this note finds you well and feeling blessed. It is my hope too that your Lenten 
journey has been a fruitful one and that you have been able to find a spiritual discipline to help you 
strengthen your relationship with the Holy Trinity. 

Choices, decisions, plans, etc… No matter what you call it, each day, from our earlier years to our 
later years, and every year in between, we are faced with making choices. Said choices can range 
from what clothes to wear or what to have for lunch to where to live and what career path to take to 
the hardest of choices about what next steps to take regarding loved ones who are having serious 
health issues. Choices can be made without much thought to so much thought that it keeps you up 
at night. Halleluiah that we don’t have to make any choices on our own. For God is always with us, 
offering us good council and advice, comfort and grace. The only thing we must do is to seek and 
trust God. The writer of Proverbs said it great, “Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to 
figure out everything on your own. Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; 
God’s the one who will keep you on track. Don’t assume that you know it all.” (MSG) Whenever we 
try to make decisions without guidance from God, we do so at our own peril. Sure, we may get it 
right every once in a while, but we stand a better chance and a whole lot less stress when we seek 
God’s help. And remember too, regardless of the choice you are trying to make, to keep focus on 
God and Jesus’ teachings while listening to God’s still speaking voice that is whispered to us 
through the Holy Spirit. Do this, and regardless of how difficult the choice, you will have made the 
correct one. Have faith in your faith! Remember the words from James 1:5-8, “If you don’t know 
what you’re doing, pray to God. God loves to help. You’ll get God’s help, and won’t be 
condescended to when you ask for it. Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought. People who 
“worry their prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get anything from the 
Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options open.” (MSG) God loves you big time and 
won’t steer you wrong. So, even after you’ve made your choice, when you find yourself questioning 
your decision, fight that urge. That’s just the great tempter trying to lead you astray. If you sought, 
heard and followed God’s guidance, you need not worry. It may take a while, but all will be well. 

Please be safe and take care of yourselves and be kind to those around you, and that includes 
yourself. If you’d like to hear from me, please give me or the church office a call and let me know. 
And don’t forget to not just invite someone to church or a church event, bring them! See you at 
church! 

Blessings and shalom,  
Pastor Paul 

BYOCC – Bring Your Own Coffee Cup 

To help with reducing waste from fellowship time, please bring a 
reusable coffee cup for your beverages during fellowship.  

We’ll even make sure it is washed and ready for the next week’s 
fellowship time. 
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Easter Egg Hunt!

Let the hunt begin!
Join us Sunday, April 7, 
after worship for a good 
ol’ Easter Egg Hunt.
HAPPY HUNTING!
We all looking forward 
to seeing you!
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We Welcome our New Custodian 
Please join in welcoming our new church family member. Our new 
custodian, Kari Steadman. We are excited to have you aboard helping to 
make sure our facilities are kept clean and in order. 

Kari, we are excited to have you here and to have you as part of our 
family. Welcome Kari!   

Per Capita Payment 
As most of us know, pledging is an important part of helping our session to create a budget every year. To 
know how much we can afford to spend on church activities and mission work, we must have an estimate of 
how much money will be coming into the church. 
Our Presbytery is no different, except that they have a budget that relies on income that is received not from 
pledges, but rather on a per capita. The per capita is determined by the number of active members of the 
congregations divided by the budgeted expenses. For this year, the amount of our per capita is $45.60. The 
per capita helps our Presbytery to continue its important work of supplying resources and services to each 
congregation, including ours, as well as doing other missional work in the Presbytery’s region.  
We are asking that each member please pay their $45.60 per capita to the church, so that we can pass it on 
to the Presbytery of the Cascades without pulling money directly from the church’s resources. 
Please let the church office or our Finance Team know if you’ve any questions. 

 FPC Astoria Calendar 

March 

12 Session Meeting at 4 PM 

14 VBS Planning at 10AM in the Christian Resource Room 

16 Women’s Bible Study – 10AM at Hazel’s House 

17 Combined Worship & Potluck at Pioneer Presbyterian at 10AM 

19 Deacon’s Meeting at 4PM in the Christian Resource Room 

20 Bowling & Pizza at Lower Columbia Bowling at 5PM 

24 Palm Sunday 

28 Maundy Thursday Seter Dinner at 5:30PM in Goodenberger Hall 

29 
Interfaith Peace Walk at 3:30PM in downtown Astoria  
(see flier below for more details) 
Good Friday Service at 6PM in the Marcotte Chapel 

31 
Sunrise Easter Service at the Astoria Column at 7AM 

Easter Worship & Celebration at 10AM 
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Working for Justice and Peace in March 
All Month: 
• Women’s History Month; womenshistorymonth.gov 

Date(s) Event 

11 J&P Book Discussion Group online, 3:30–5:30 PM Our Missing Hearts by Celeste Ng.   
Register at presbyterianwomen.org/justice  

11-22 UN Commission on the Status of Women, unwomen.org/en/csw/csw68-2024 
17-23 National Agriculture Week; iatp.org 

20 Mr. Rogers Day, presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-
evangelism/office-of-chris- tian-formation/mr-rogers-day-resources 

22 World Water Day, worldwaterday.org 

25-31 National Farmworker Awareness Week, saf-unite.org/national-farmworker-awareness-
week 

29 Good Friday; presbyterianmission.org/story/april-15-2022/ 

31 Easter; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/resurrection-lord-easter 
National Farm Workers Day, nationaltoday.com/national-farm-workers-day 

From the Presbyterian Women in the PCUSA | https://www.presbyterianwomen.org 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2024-JP-Calendar-FA-rvsd-2.pdf 

 

Prayers of the People –  
Please send prayer requests to the church office 
• Juanita & Marcella Price – Healing & Peace 
• Michael Smith – Healing & Discernment  
• Duffy Mueller – Healing, Peace & Discernment  
• Katy Paz – Healing & Peace 
• Butch & Vinie Elliot – Healing & Peace 
• Gerald Smith – Healing, Peace & Discernment 

Continued Prayers for God’s Creation 
All those touched by mass shootings and other crimes of hate and violence. 

The people of Ukraine, the Gaza Strip, and other parts of the world as their lives  
have been torn apart by war.  

Those seeking justice and equality. 
Those suffering from oppression and violence.  

Those who are forced to flee their homes, risking life and limb for the hope of a better life. 
For those who prioritize profit over God’s creation, that their hearts be changed  

to make serving and saving God’s creation their one priority. 
God’s creation as it seeks to survive mankind’s exploitation and global climate change.  
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Getting Involved in the Community 
� Volunteers are needed for the church’s food bank to stock shelves and to help serve 

customers. 
� Attend a local public meeting: 

o City of Astoria 
§ Monday, March 18, City Council Meeting at 6PM. 
§ Tuesday, March 19, Historic Landmarks Commission at 5:30PM. 
§ Tuesday, March 26, Planning Commission at 5:30PM. 
§ Wednesday, March 27, Parks Board at 6:45PM 

o Clatsop County 
§ Wednesday, March 13, Board of Commissioners Agenda Work Session & 

Regular Meeting at 5PM. 
o Clatsop Community College 

§ Thursday, March 14, Board of Education Meeting at 5:30PM. 
o Astoria School District 

§ Wednesday, March 13, School Board Meeting at 7PM. 
o Port of Astoria 

§ Tuesday, April 2, Commission Business Meeting at 4PM. 

Church Directory 
Next time you’re at church, please take a moment to review the church 
directory. Let us know if your contact information needs updated or included. 

We hope to have an up-to-date church directory before Easter. 

First Presbyterian Church of Astoria
Invites one and all to an evening of

Bowling, Pizza Fun & Fellowship
At the Lower

Columbia Bowl
826 Marine Dr

in Astoria
March 20
At 5PM

Scan for
Direc,ons
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The Friendship Fund at the CMH Foundation was created to help CMH caregivers who 
are in immediate need of financial support due to a crisis or other unexpected event. 
Donations from CMH caregivers primarily support the Friendship Fund, although some outside 
donors do partake in giving, as well. 

 The Friendship Fund was established in 2016 for caregivers in emergent financial need through 
no fault of their own. Volunteer committee members review anonymous applications, compare 
with policy and vote to approve. 

 The fund donated $36,245 to caregivers in 2023. 

How can I participate? 

1. Participate in the month 
long campaign events 

2. Donate directly from your 
paycheck 

3. Make a one-time donation 
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Office Hours –  
Monday through Thursday – 9:00 am to 12 noon 

Pastor Paul’s Office Hours & Contact Information 
Pastor Paul is in the church office during office hours and is available by phone, text or email most 
times. 

Please note, Pastor Paul takes his Sabbath every Friday but is always available for emergencies. 
Email: pastorpaul@fpcastoria.org Phone: 971.606.5606 
 
Prayer Requests & Newsletter Articles & Information –  
The newsletter is published the 2nd and 4th week of the month.  
If you have anything that you would like included, please send it to the church office by 12 noon on 
Wednesday on the 1st or 3rd week of the month.  
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An Open & Affirming 
Church Family 

First Presbyterian Church of Astoria
1103 Grand Avenue, Astoria OR 97103

Join us every Sunday at 10AM for a family friendly, 
Christ centered worship where all are welcome & accepted.

www.fpcastoria.org |  email: office@fpcastoria.org  |  phone: 503.325.1702

Scan for 
directions 


